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THE CONSTITUTION OF INDIA

PREAMBLE

WE, THE PEOPLE OF INDIA, having solemnly resolved to constitute India into a
SOVEREIGN SOCIALIST SECULAR DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC AND
TO SECURE TO ALL ITS CITIZENS :

JUSTICE, social, economic and political;

LIBERTY of thought, expression, belief, faith and worship;
EQUALITY of status and of opportunity and to promote among them all;

FRATERNITY assuring the dignity of the individual and the unity and integrity of
the Nation;

IN OUR CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY this twenty-sixth day of  November
1949, do HEREBY ADOPT, ENACT AND GIVE TO OURSELVES THIS
CONSTITUTION.
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PREFACE

West Bengal Council of Higher Secondary Education (WBCHSE) has taken initiative
to revise the curriculum/syllabus of all the subjects with the introduction of Semester System
with 2024-2025 academic year. In this direction WBCHSE has formed individual subject
committees by inducting faculty members from various schools/colleges/universities.

The WBCHSE has developed ALTERNATIVE ENGLISH as English textbook forH
Classes XI and XII to be studied in all Government, Government Sponsored, Government
Aided and Government Affilliated Schools of West Bengal.

The delight of meeting great minds, the discovery of new worlds, the excitement of
facing different real-life situations and characters and the sensitising of the mind while the
soul comes to us through the experience of reading and responding to good literature. That
is what the selections in ALTERNATIVE ENGLISH aim to do.

In ALTERNATIVE ENGLISH, learners are exposed to a wide range of literary
English texts.

The texts are an interesting mix of classic and contemporary selections of prose and
poetry. There is an assortment of Indian and global texts in a variety of genres so that
students can enjoy the richness of literature in its various forms. A play has also been
included in the syllabus for class XII, where serious thought has gone into ensuring that the
choice of texts are sensitive, relevant and thought provoking so that students become
more insightful and responsive in their reading of literature.

The Government has decided to distribute this book free of cost. We are grateful to
Prof. Bratya Basu, the Minister-In-Charge, Department of School and Higher Education,
Government of West Bengal, for his initiative.

Suggestions, views and comments to improve the book are welcome.

May, 2024 Chiranjib Bhattacharjee
Vidyasagar Bhavan President

West Bengal Council of
Higher Secondary Education
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C O N T E N T S
Alternative English

Class XI
Prose

Home to Heaven 5
Kabuliwallah 13
The Man with the Scar 21
I became an Author 25
Othello 29

Poetry
Bright Star 31
A Dog has Died 41
The Coromandel Fishers 44
Everyone Sang 46

Class XII
Prose

Sparrows 51
The Disk 58
The Mark of Vishnu 61
Science and Religion 66
Three Questions 74

Poetry
A Bird Came Down the Walk 81
Break, Break, Break 83
The World is too Much with Us 85
Lotus 87

Play
The Rising of the Moon 91





CLASS XI









East Wind, West Windd The Good 
Earth

wrinkles :



frizzed :
placidly :
desultorily :



dapper :
ostentatiously :
pondered :
cynically :



jargon :
staid :
obscene :
serenely :
perverted :
ebbing :
loathed :



beset :
foiled :
repulse :



tawdry :





amended :



vexed :
prattle :



contrived :
pedlar :
precarious :



demur :
judcious :
quaint :
new-fangled :
euphemism :



discomm ted :
formidable :
glens :
dee les :



fettered :



ablution :
sordid :
wishtfully :



own accord :
bashfully :
staggered :
apparition :

ushed up :



despondent :



Lisa of Lambeth Of Human Bondage

sabre :
artless :
corpulent :
sombrero :



traverse :
aa  ably :
pesos :
court-martial :

gaol :



report :
grotesque :



approbation :



The Countess 
Cathleen The Land of Heart’s Desire Deirdre



Collected Poems 

valerian :
aa ected :
strut :
pastoral play :



The Island of Statues 

Collected Poems,

indignation :
pre-eminent :
impulses :
sluggish :

























Hyperion Ode to Autumn, Lamia  Why did I Laugh
Tonight?

Eremite :
stedfast :





Crepusculario Veintepoemas de amor y
unacanciondesesperada

Tentativa del hombre 
inn nito The Attempt of the Inn nite Man El habitante y suesperanza The 
Inhabitant and His Hope

shaggy :



servile :
mange :



autonomy :



Palanquin Bearers, Indian Weavers Autumn Song

catamarans :
comrades :



cocoanut :



Counter-Attack and Other Poems 

winging :



CLASS XII









Inquilab The Black Sun and Other Story
The Walls of Glass

fringed :
haughty :
chaupal :



zaildar :
patel :
gaunt :
obsequious :
volley :
seething :



wrath :
banya :
vanquishing :
adversary : 
furtive :
unlettered :
infamous :



resentment :
reconciled :
gaudy :
meekly :
threshold :



avenge :
gnawing :
docility :
corporal : 
chastisement :
desist :



quartet :
brooding :





Ficciones TheAleph 

wend :
laboured :



pallet :
Odin :
misgiving :



ingot :



With Malice towards One and Alll
Train to Pakistan Black Jasmine

The Sunset Club

patronage :



viper :
basking :
belittling :



teeming with :



sullen :
clambered :
indii erent :
Krait :
taut :
petriii ed :
hysterically :



darted :



unreconcileable :
rationalistic :
crass :
starkly :



convictions :
unreservedly :
determinant :
whence :



abstract :
totalitarian :



endeavour :
perceptible :
fetters :
preoccupied :
devout :
domain :
misapprehension :



legitimate :
disposition :
sublimation :
anthropomorphic :



omnipotent :
omnibenee cent : 
solace :
righteousness :
temporal :
precision :
phenomenological :
confronted :
causal :



Belief and Action.)

refuted :
ethical :
stature :
egocentric :
reverence :
emancipation :
incarnate :



dross :

















Because I could not Stop for Death Hope is a thing with Feather



stirred :
plashless :



In Memoriam Ulysses Tithonus
The Charge of the Light Brigade Tears, Idle Tears Crossing the Bar



haven :



Lyrical Ballads 

The Prelude Lines composed a few miles 
above Tintern Abbey Ode on the Intimations of Immortality

bosom :
pagan :
suckled :
creed :



lea :
forlorn :
Proteus :
Triton :
wreathed :



Sheaf Gleaned in French Fields

Sita
Our Casuarina Tree

Flora :
bards :
mien :



 ower-factions :
strife :
Psyche :
bower :
stately :







Spreading 
the News The Golden Apple The Dragon

Side of a quay in a seaport town. Some posts and chains. A large barrel. Enter three policemen. 
Moonlight.

[Sergeant, who is older than the others, crosses the stage to right and looks down steps.
The others put down apastepot and unroll a bundle of placards.]

quay :
placards :



[Hepoints to barrel.]

[Calls to Sergeant. ] 

[No answer.]

[No answer.]

[They paste the notice up.]

[reading it] 

[points to side of quay],
[points down steps], 

gaol :
gaolers :
kelp :
assize :



[They go out.]

[walks up and down once or twice and looks at placard] A 

[A ragged man appears at left and tries to slip past. Sergeant suddenly turns.]

[holds out 
bundle of ballads] [He goes on.]

[Goes toward steps.]

ballad :
lingering :



[Turns one over.]

[Sings.]

[Man wraps up his ballads and shuu   es towards the steps.] 

[taking him by the shoulder and shoving him before him] 

[who has been keeping his eye on the notice, points to it] 

[He

shuu es on.]

[Goes on oo  stage to left.]

plaid :
shoving :



[rushing after him] [Drags him back.]

[Slaps barrel]

[points], [points],

barrack :



shamrock :
matron :
vale :

[getting up on barrel]

[Gets up beside him on barrel, facing right.]

[They sit back to back, looking dii  erent ways.] Yon 

[He gives it and Man lights pipe.];

[Lightspipe.] [They both smoke.]

[sings]

[Rubs
his heart]

[patting him on the shoulder] 



[sings]

[Repeatsline.]

pensive :
gale :
gore :



[Gasps. After 
a pause.) [Grasps man’s arm.]

[jumps oo   barrel and listens, looking out over water] 

[gets oo barrel] 
[sings]

[sings louder]

pike :



[A whistle from below answers, repeating the air.]

[Standsbetween him andsteps.] 

[Points to placard.]

[takes oo   hat and wig]

[Sergeant seizes them.]

[looking still at hat and wig]

[Puts hand in breast.]
[outside]

[Slips behind barrel.]

[as they come in] 
I Sergeant puts hat and wig behind his back.]

[after a pause] 

comrades :



I1 lands it to him.]

[Goes to barrel.]

[doing so] 

[Flashes it about, now on the barrel, now on Sergeant]
[furious] [They go out. 

Man comes from behind barrel. He and Sergeant stand looking at one another.]

[Sergeant gives them.]
[going towards steps] 

[waves his
hand and disappears]

[turning his back to audience and reading placard]
[Turns towards audience.] 

bade :
bogwood :












