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West Bengal Act VIII of 1975!

THE WEST BENGAL COUNCIL OF HIGHER
SECONDARY EDUCATION ACT, 1975.

West Ben. Act IX of 1984,
West Ben. Act XIII of 1987.
AMENDED L 3 West Ben. Act XVI of 1989,
West Ben. Act XIX of 1990.
West Ben. Act XXXV of 1994,

[3rd April, 1975.]

AnAct to establish a Council of Higher Secondary Education in the State
of West Bengal, to define the powers and functions of such Council
and to provide for certain matters connected therewith.

WHEREAS 1t is expedient to establish a Council of Higher Secondary
Education in the State of West Bengal, to define the powers and functions
of such Council and to provide for certain matters connected therewith;

It is hereby enacted in the Twenty-sixth Year of the Republic of
India, by the Legislature of West Bengal, as follows:—

CHAPTER 1

Preliminary

1. (1) This Act may be called the West Bengal Council of Higher
Secondary Education Act, 1975.

(2) It extends to the whole of West Bengal.

2. In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires,—

(a) “Council” means the West Bengal Council of Higher
Secondary Education established under section 3;

(b) “the Fund” means the West Bengal Council of Higher
Secondary Education Fund referred to in section 28;

(c) “Head of Institution” means the head of the teaching staff
of an Institution by whatever name he or she may be
designated,;

'For Statement of Objects and Reasons, see the Calcutta Gazette, Extraordinary, Part
IV, of the 27th February, 1975, page 266; for proceedings of the West Bengal Legislative
Assembly, see the proceedings of the meeting of that Assembly held on the 3rd March,
1975.
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(d) “Higher Secondary Education”, except in relation to such
class of students as the State Government may specify in
this behalf, mean such education, commencing after the
terminal stage of school education in the pattern of secondary
education introduced with effect from the 1st day of January,
1974, which concludes with the passing of the public
examination by whatever name called and instituted by the
West Bengal Board of Secondary Education, as is provided
for students with a view to qualifying them for admission
to diploma or degree course instituted by a University or
by Government or by a Statutory Body, and includes, subject
to any general or special order of the State Government,
education in—

(i) Humanities,

(i1) Sciences,

(iii) Commerce,

(iv) Agriculture,

(v) Technical courses, or

(vi) Other courses, vocational or otherwise, which the State
Government may, in consultation with the Council,
specify;

(e) “Institution” means a Higher Secondary School or an
educational institution or department of a college or
institution imparting instruction in Higher Secondary
Education;

(f). “Managing Committee”, used with reference to an Institution,
means the person or the body of persons for the time being
entrusted with the management of the affairs of the
Institution;

(g) “member” means a member of the Council;

(h) “notification” means a notification published in the Official
Gazette,

(i) “prescribed” means prescribed by rules made under this
Act;

(j) “President” means the President of the Council;

(k) “recognised” with its grammatical variations, used with
reference to Institutions, means recognised under this Act;

(I) “regulation” means a regulation made by the Council under
this Act;

(m) “rule” means a rule made by the State Government under
this Act; and
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“Secondary Education”, except in relation to such class of
students as the State Government may specify in this behalf,
means such education in the pattern of Secondary Education
introduced with effect from the Ist day of January, 1974,
imparted in any institution defined as such in the West
Bengal Board of Secondary Education Act, 1963, as
terminates with the passing of the public examination by
whatever name called and instituted by the West Bengal
Board of Secondary Education.

CHAPTER 1I
The Council

3. (1) The State Government shall, as soon as may be after this
Act comes into force, establish a Council to be called the West Bengal
Council of Higher Secondary Education.

(2) The Council shall be a body corporate with perpetual succession
and a common seal, shall be entitled to acquire, hold and dispose of
property, to enter into contracts and to do all other things necessary for
the purposes of this Act and shall by its name sue and be sued.

4. (1) The Council shall consist of the following members,

namely:—

(a)

(b)

'(c)
(d)
(e)
()

X(ff)

the President who shall be appointed by the State
Government; ;

the President of the West Bengal Board of Secondary
Education established under the West Bengal Board of
Secondary Education Act, 1963, ex officio;

the Director of School Education, West Bengal, ex-officio;
the Director of Technical Education, West Bengal, ex-officio;
the Director of Industries, West Bengal, ex-officio;

the Director of Agriculture, West Bengal, ex-officio;

the Director, State Council of Educational Research and
Training, West Bengal, ex-officio;

'Clause (c) was substituted for the original clause by s. 2(1)(a) of the West Bengal
Council of Higher Secondary Education (Amendment) Act, 1984 (West Ben. Act IX of

1984).

*Clause (ff) was inserted by s. 2(1) of the West Bengal Council of Higher Secondary
Education (Amendment) Act, 1990 (West. Ben. Act XIX of 1990).
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'(g) persons not exceeding eight in number to be nominated by
the State Government, of whom—

(1) one shall be a woman interested in education,

(2) one shall be a Principal of a College imparting
instruction in Higher Secondary Education,

(3) one shall be a Dean of any of the Faculties of the
Bidhan Chandra Krishi Viswavidyalaya, and

(4) one shall be the Head of a Higher Secondary School
imparting instruction in Higher Secondary Education
(hereinafter referred to in this sub-section as Higher
Secondary School);

’(h) six teachers of Higher Secondary Schools having
qualifications for imparting instruction in Higher Secondary
Education to be elected by the teachers of such schools in
the manner prescribed;

(1) tworepresentatives of the West Bengal Legislative Assembly
to be elected by the members of such Assembly amongst
themselves in the manner prescribed;

(il) one representative of the Court of the Vidyasagar University
of Midnapore to be elected by the members of such Court
from amongst themselves in the manner prescribed;

3(i2) one representative of the Court of the Jadavpur University
to be elected by the members of such Court from amongst
themselves in the manner prescribed;

%(i3) one representative of the Court of the University known as
Rabindra Bharati to be elected by the members of such
Court from amongst themselves in the manner prescribed;

*(i4) one representative of the Court of the University of Kalyani
to be elected by the members of such Court from amongst
themselves in the manner prescribed;

(j) onerepresentative of the Senate of the University of Calcutta
to be elected by the members of the Senate from amongst
themselves in the manner prescribed;

'Clause (g) was substituted for the original clause by s. 2(1) of the West Bengal Council
of Higher Secondary Education (Amendment) Act, 1994 (West Ben. Act XXXV of 1994).
Prior to this substitution the word “Viswavidyalaya”, in sub-clause (3), was substituted,
w.e.f. the 20th day of July, 1981, for the words “Viswa Vidyalaya;” by s. 2(2) of the West
Bengal Council of Higher Secondary Education (Amendment) Act, 1990 (West Ben. Act
XIX of 1990).

Clause (h) was substituted for the original clause by s. 2(2) of the West Bengal Council
of Higher Secondary Education (Amendment) Act, 1994 (West Ben. Act XXXV of 1994).

*Clauses (il), (i2), (i3) and (i4) were inserted by s. 2(3), ibid.
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(k) one representative of '[the Court of the University of
Burdwan] to be elected by the members of *[such Court]
from amongst themselves in the manner prescribed; and

(1) one representative of *[the Court of the University of North
Bengal] to be elected by the members of “[such Court] from
amongst themselves in the manner prescribed;

5(m) one person elected by the employees of the Council from
amongst themselves °[in the manner provided by regulations.]

(2) The President shall be a whole-time officer of the Council.
(3) The members referred to in clauses (a) to (g) of sub-section (1)

and the following persons to be nominated by the State Government shall
be the first members of the Council, namely:—

(i) two members of the West Bengal Legislative Assembly;

(ii)) one member of the Senate of the University of Calcutta;
(iii)) one member of "[the Court of the University of Burdwan;]
(iv) one member of ¥[the Court of the University of North Bengal.]

(4) The first members of the Council other than the President shall

hold office for such period not exceeding two years as the State
Government may specify.

5. The President shall receive such salary and allowances, if any, Sﬁlary and
from the West Bengal Council of Higher Secondary Education Fund as ?,f?;,?"ces

the State Government may determine. President of
the Council.

'The words within the square brackets were substituted for the words “the University
of Burdwan” by s. 2(1)(b)(i) of the West Bengal Council of Higher Secondary Education
(Amendment) Act, 1984 (West Ben. Act IX of 1984).

2The words within the square brackets were substituted for the words “such University”
by s. 2(1)(b)(ii), ibid.

*The words within the square brackets were substituted for the words “the North Bengal
University” by s. 2(1)(c)(i), ibid.

“The words within the square brackets were substituted for the words “such University”
by s. 2(1)(c)(ii), ibid.

*Clause (m) was inserted by s. 2 of the West Bengal Council of Higher Secondary
Education (Amendment) Act, 1989 (West Ben. Act XVI of 1989).

°The words within the square brackets were substituted for the words “in the manner
prescribed.” by s. 2(4) of the West Bengal Council of Higher Secondary Education
(Amendment) Act, 1994 (West Ben. Act XXXV of 1994).

"The words within the square brackets were substituted for the words “the University
of Burdwan;” by s. 2(a) of the West Bengal Council of Higher Secondary Education
(Amendment) Act, 1987 (West Ben. Act XIII of 1987).

¥The words within the square brackets were substituted for the words “the University
of North Bengal;” by s. 2(b), ibid. Prior to this substitution the words “the University of
North Bengal” were substituted for the words “the North Bengal University” by s. 2(2)
of the West Bengal Council of Higher Secondary Education (Amendment) Act, 1984 (West
Ben. Act IX of 1984).













































